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his father: cx! 2orting him to 


the perfect forſaking of 
the world. 


O THE WORSHIPFYL 
bs very good father, R. S. his 
durifull irys R. S, wiſherl 


all h appines. © _-*- 


N childre of former ages, it hath 
bene thought ſo behofulla point 
dewty to theirs parents, in Pre-- 
ace by ſermceable offices, in ab- 
ce by other affectuall Ggnifica- 
dns, to yeld proote of their thank= 
| des. that neither any child 
puld omtte it, without touch of 
a A  vngrat 
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yngratfulnes, nor the parents for- 
beare it without iuft diſpleaſure, Jan 
But now we are falne into ſuch ca- 
Jamitye of times, and the yiolenceſen 
ofherely hath fo croſied the courſe, 
both of vertew & nature, that theirIbe 
ingrafted lawes, neuer infringed byte: 
the moſt fauage & brute creatures, 
cinot of Gods people without pe- 
rill be obſerued. Iam not of ſo yn« 
naturall a kind, of ſo wilde educa«|an; 
tion, or {o ynchriftian a ſpirite, as|eſt 
not to remember the-roote out ofth: 
which I braunched, crto forget my[fre 
ſecondary maker and auQor of mylin 1 
being: Tt is not the careleſnes of ala ri 
colde affection, nor the want ofafſcal 
dew and reuerent refpe<t, that hathſſur 
made me ſuch a ſtranger to my na«[ly 
tive home, and fo ſlacke in defray=|wh 
ing the debt ofa thankfull minde, [cre 
but onely the iniquity of our daies,|the 
at 
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-|that maketh my preſence peribows 
eJand the diſcharge ofmy dewtyan 
occaſion. of danger. I was loth to: ” 
eſenforce an ynwelcome courteſy vp! 
,1on any, orby ſeming officious, to 
r]become offenſive, deeming it bet- 
p [ter to let time digeſt the feare, that 
[my return into the realme had bred 
«[in my kindred, then apruptly to in- 
«|trude my {elfe, to purchaſe theire 
-[anger, whoſe good will Iſo highly 
$|efteemed, I never doubted, bur 
that the beliefe, which ro all my 
y|frendes by deſcent and petegree is 
y|in maner hereditary, framed inthe 
a|a righte perſwaſion of my preſent 
a{calling, not ſuffering them to mea- 
h[fure their cenſures ofme,by the vg- 
[ly termes, and odious Epitheetes, 
-|wherwith hereſy hath ſoughtto dif 
, |credite my function, but rather by < ; 
5, [the reucrence of ſo worthy ag Sacra=, 
A23 ment, / 
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ment, and the ſacred doome of all 
former ages, Yet becauſe I mighr 
yerye catcly perceiue by apparent 
conicctures, that many were more 
willing to heare' ot me, then from 
me, andreadier to praiſe, then to 


vic my cndeuours, I hauec hitherto 


bridled my defire to ſee them, with 


the care 'and ieloly of their faftye, 
& baniſhing my ſelfe frem the ſent 
of my cradle, inmy owne country 
I haue lived like a torreiner, finding 
emong ſtrangers that, which in my 
eel bloode I preſumed not to 
ſeeke. But now conſidering, that 


delay may haue qualified feare, & 


knowing my perſon onely to im-' 


port daunger toothers, and my per 


ſwaſion to none but to my ſelte, I 


thought it highe time to vtter m 


ſincere and duetifull minde, and to' 


opena yent to my zealous affect. 
on, 


LS CTY VU  cunw 


> WR . 3h. Mis: boo Bt. ob Fn d 


.—_ 3. _. 


ww n= IL 


. *%\ 
RELIGIOVS PRIEST, &$g 


en, which Thaue ſo long ſmothe= 
redand ſupprefled in filence, For 
not onely the originall lawe of na- 
ture, written in all childrens harts, 
and dertued from the bowells and 
breſtes of their mothers, is a conti= 
nuall ſoliciter vrging me in your be 


vo 
halfe, butthe ſoucreigne decree e= 


naRed by the father of heauen, ra- 


tified by his ſonne,and daily repea- 
ted by 1inſtincte of the holy ghoſt, 
bindeth euery child in the dew of 
Chriſtianitye, to tender the eſtate 
and welfare ofhis parentes, andis a 
motiue, that alloweth no ' excuſe, 
bur of neceſſity prefleth to perfor- 
minceof dewty. Nature by grace 
isnot aboliſhed, but perfired, not 
murdered,but manured, neither are 
her impreſſions quite raſed, or an- 
nulled, but ſuted tothe colours of 
fauth and yerrew, Andifher aftec- 
| " = tions 
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tions be {o forcible, that eut in hell 
where rancour and deſpite chcifly 
reigneth, &all feeling of g00dnes 
is ouerwhelmed in malice, they mo 
uced the rich glutton by experience 
ofhis owne miſery to carry the leſle 
enuy to his kinred:how much more 
inthe Church of God, where grace 
quicknerh, charity enflameth, and 
natures good inclinations are abet- 
tered by ſupernaturall giftes, ought 
the duety of piety to preuaile. And 
who but more merciles then dam- 
ned creatures, could ſee their dee- 
reſt frendes plungedin the like pe- 
rill, and not to be wounded with 
deepe remorſe of their lamentable 
and inuninent hazardes? If in be. 
holding a mortall enemy wroung 
and tortured with deadly pangues, 
the tougheſt harte fofreneth with 
ſome ſorow: It the moſt frozen and 
EIT ET Ion. oro 
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fierce minde cannot but thawe and 
melte with pity, cuen whent ſeeth 
the worlt miſcreit ſuffer his deſer- 
ued torments: how much leſle can 
the hart of a childe, conſider thoſe 
that bredd him into this world, to 
be inthe fall to farr more butter ex- 
tremities,and not bleed with gricte 
of their yncomfortable caſe. Surel 

for my owne patte, thoughIT cha- 
lenge not the prerogatiue of the 
beſt diſpoſition, yet am I not ofſfo 
harſhe and curcſh an humour, but 
that it is a continuall corrafiue, and 
crolle ynto me, that wheras my en- 
deuours haue reclaimed many fro 
the brincke of perditis, Ihaue be ne 
leaſt able to employ them, where 
they were moſt dew, & barred fro 

affordinge to my deereſt frendes, 
that which hath ben eagerly ſougne 
and beneficially obtained ofmere 
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ftrangers. Wao hath more intereſt 
in the grape then he that planted 
the vine? who more ! right to the 
cropp the he that {owed the corne? 
or how can the child owe lo greate 
{cruice to any, as to him whoe he 1s 
indebted vnto for his very life and 
being? With yong Tobye I haue 
trauailed farre, and brought home 
a freight of ſpirituall ſubſtance, to 
enrich you,& medicinable receites 
againſt your ghoſtlye maladyes. I 
have with Eſau after long toile in 
purſuing a painfull chaſe, returned 


with ſich pray as you were wonte 


to loue, deliring therby to procure 
our bleſſing. I haue in this gene- 
rall famine of all crue and Chriſtian 


food, with Ioſeph prepared abun | 


dance of the bread of Angells, for 
the repalt of your ſoule. And now 
my delire is K 

cure 


at my drugges may| i 
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cure you, my pray delight you, and 
my prouiſion teed you, by whomT. 
haue bene cured, delighted, and 
tedd my elfe \thatyour courteſies 
may in paitc be counteruailed, and 
my ducty in ſome ſorte performed. 
Dcſpile not good Sir the youth of 
your ſonne,neither deeme that god 
meaſureth his endouments by num 
ber of yeercs, Hoary lenſes are of- 
ten couched ynder greene lockes, 
and ſome are riper in the pringe, 
then others in the Autumne of their 
age, God choſe not ai him lelte, 
nor his eJdelt ſonne, but yong Da- 
uid to conquere Golias and to rule 
h1s people, Not the molt aged per- 
ſon, but Daniel the moſt innocent 
aka deliuered Suzanna from the 
iniquity of the indges: and Chriſt 
at rwelue ycares of age, was found 
inthe temple queſtioning with the 
AS grauelt 
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graueſt Doctors, A true Elias cars 
conceiue, that a little cloude may 
calt a large & abiidant ſhower, and 
the ſcripture teacheth vs, that God 
reuealeth to little ones that which 
he concealeth from the wiſeſt Sa- 
ges. His truth is not abaſed by the 
minority of the ſpeaker, who out 
of the mouthes of infantes & ſuck- 
linges can perfit his praiſes, Timo- 
thy was yong, and yet a principall 

altour. S. Ihon not olde.and yet 
an Apoſtle, yea and the Angels by 
appearing in youthfull ſemblances, 
give vsa pregnant proofe, that ma- 


O 


er tender ſhapes. All which I 
alledge, not to claime any priui- 
ledge ſurmounting the rate of yſu- 
all habilities, butto auoid all touch 
of preſumption in aduifing my el- 
ders. ſcing that it hath the warrant 


of 


xo? rom oiftes maybe ſhrouded 
vn 
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of ſcripture, the teſtimony of ex- 
amples, & ſufficient groundes both 
in grace and nature, There is di- 
verſity in the degrees of our carnall 
conſanquinity,and the preminence 
appertaineth to you, as ſuperiour 
ouer your childes body, Yetifyou 
conſider our alliance in the chicte 
portion, I meane our foule, which 
diſcerneth man from inferiour cre- 
atures, we arc of equall proximity 
to our heauenly tather, both def- 
cended of the - fog parent, and no 
other diſtance jn our degrees, but 
that you are the elder brother, In 
this ſenſe doth the ſcripture ſayeg, 
Call not any father ypon earth, for 
one is your father which is in hea- 
uen. Seing therfore that your ſu 
eriority is founded ypon fleſh and 
£26 which are in maner butthe 
barke and rine of a man, and our 
| CqQUae 


12 ANEPISTLE OF A 


equality vppon the foule, which is 
mans maigne ſubſtance, thinke it 
I praye you no diſhogſwr to your 
age, or dilparagement to your per- 
ſon, If with all humility I oftermy 
aduiſc vnto you, One man cannot 
be perfect in all faculties, neither is 
itadilprace to the gold{mith, if he 
be ignorant of the milleners trade, 
Many are deepe lawiers and yett 
{ſhallowe Diuines, manye verye de 
liverin feates of the body, and cu- 
rious in externall complementes, 
yet litle experimented in matters 
of their ſoule and farre to iceke in 
religious actions, Ihaue ſtudied & 
practiſed theſe many yceres ſpiri- 
tuail phificke, acquainting my ſelfe 
with the beating and temper of e- 
uery pulſe, & tranailivg inthe ſ{cru- 
tiny ofthe maladies & medicines in 
cident yato {oulcs, Ittherfore I pro 

terr 
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fer you the fruits of my long ſtudies 
and'make you a preſent of my pro- 
feſlion, Ihope you will conſtrue ut 
rather asa duetitull parte, then any 
point of preſumption. He may be a 
tather to the ſoule,that is a ſonne to 
the body,and rzquite the benefir of 
his teporall life, by reutuing his pa= 
rentfrom a {| Diriuall death. And to 
thi; eftect did chriſt ſay thes words: 
my mother, and brethren are they, 
thatdo the will of my father which 
isin heauen: Vpon which place S, 

Climacus ſhewing to what kinred 
a Chriſtian ought chiefly to relye, 

drawecth this F ourſe. Lethim be 
thy father, that both can and will 
lay his libour to disbiirden thee of 
thy packe of ſinnes. Letholy com- 
punciion be thy mother, to depure 
thee from thy ordure . filth. Let 
_ bh thy brother,that wilbe both 


thy 


JJ 
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thy partner and c6peditour to voy 
and perfite thy race towardeshea- 
uen, Take the memory of death for 
thy perpetuall pheere, and vnſepa- 
rabl. {poute. Lett thy children be 
bitter ſighes of a ſorowfull harte, 
and poſleſle thy body asthy bond- 
man. Faſten thy frendſ{hippe with 
the Angelicall powers, with which 
if thou cloſeſt in familiar affiance, 
they will be patrones vnto thee in 
thy finall paſſage. This (faicth he) 
is the generation & kinred of thoſe 
that ſceke God. Such a father as 
this Sainte ſpeaketh of, maye you 
haue of your owne fonne, to enter 

ou farther in the fore recited affi- 
A wh ape ly it was a fig- 
nificat preſa$e, aboding the future 
cuent,thateuen fro my infancy you 
were wontin merimet to call me fa 
ther, R. which is the cuſtumary Riile 
: ROW 
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now allotted tomy preſent eſtate, 
Now therfore to ioine iſſue, and 
to come to the principall drifte of 
my diſcourſe, moſt humbly & care 
neſtly I am to beſech you,that both 
in reſpect of the honour of God, 
your duty to his Church, the com- 
forte of your children, andthe re- 
dres of your owne ſoule, you wold 
ſeriouſly 'confider the termes you 
ſtand in, & way your felfe in a chri- 
ftian ballance, taking for your colt- 
terpoiſe the iudgementes of God. 
Take heede in-time, that the word 
Thecel writte of olde againſt Balta- 
zar, & interpreted by Daniel, Dan. 
5. benotyerified in you, whoſe ex- 
poſition was: you hane bene poiſed 
in the ſcoale, and found of to lighte 
weioht. Rememberthat you arein 
the waining, and the date of your 
pilgrimage is wellnere expired, & 
now 


- 
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now 1t behooueth you to looke to= 
wardes your country, Your force 
langviſheth,your ſenſes impaire, & 
your body droupeth, and on euery 
fide the ruinovs cottage of your 
faint & feeble fleſh, threrneth fall, 
And hauing ſo many herbingers of 
death ro premoniſhe you ot your 
end, how can you bur prepare tor 
ſo credfull a {tranger. The yonge 
may dye quickly, but the olde can=- 
notlue long. The yong, mens lite 
by caſualty may be abricged, but 
the olde mens by no phihcke can 
be long adiourned: and therfore if 
greene yeres ſometimes mult think 
of the graue, the thoug|:res of fere 
age ſhould continually awel 1n the 
ſame. The prerogatiue of infancie 
1s innocency, of childhoode reue- 
rence, of manhood maturity, and 
of age wildome, And ſccing that 


4 
tire 


0 — 


— "— 


RELTGIOVS PRIEST, 17 © 


the chiefe properties of wiſdome 
are, tobe mindfull of things paſſed 
carefull ofthinges preſent, & pro= 
uident ofthinges to come, vie now 
the priuiledge of natures talent to 
the benefitte of your ſoule, & pro= 
cure hereafter to be wiſe in weldo= 
ing, and watchfull in foreſight of 
fucure harmes, To \crue the world 
you are now ynhable, and though 
you were hable you haue litle cauſe 
to be willing, ſeeing that it neuer 

aue you bur an vnhappy welcome 
ahurtfull entertainment, and now 
doth abandon you with an vnfor- 
tunate farewell, You haue long ſo. 
wed in a field of flint, which could 
bring younothing forth, but a crop 
of cares, and affliction of ſpirit, re- 
warding your labours with remorſe 
and affording tor your gaine eter= | 


| nall domages, It is now more then 


a ſcaſ0- 


. 
Pg 
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Church, in which ſowing the ſeeds 
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a ſcaſonable time time, to alter the fenl 
courſe of ſo ynthriuing a husbadry, ſis tc 
and to enter into the field of Gods {ft 


of repentant ſorow, and watering 
them with the teares ofhumble co. 
trition, you may reape a more bee 
neficiall harue(t,& gather the fruits| 
of cuerlaſting comforte, Remem-ſme 
ber Ipray you, that your ſpringis|þer 
ſpent,and your ſomer ouerpaſt:you by 
arenowarriued to the fall of leafe, jy « 

ca and winter colours haue alrea- {pa 
dy ſtained your hoary head. Be not JW! 
careles (faicth S. Aguſtin) though [but 
our louing Lorde beare long with ſhe 
offenders, for the longer he Raieth {che 
not finding amendment, the ſorer fthe 
will he ſcourge when he cometh to ſeth 
ludgement. and his patience info ſliuc 
long expecting, is onely to lend vs fha 
reſpite to repent, not any way to W 
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ejenlarge ys leiſure to finne, He that 
; is rofled with yarietye of formes, 

& cannot come to his defired port, 
aaketh not much way, but is much 
5 kormoiled; So he that hath paſſed 
» [many yeeres, and purchaſed little 
- [profitte, hath hada long being,but 
$k ſhorte life. for life is more to be 
meaſured by merictes, the by num- 
ber of daics, ſeeing that molt men 
t by many daics do but procure ma=- 
ny deathes, and others in a ſhorte 
pace attein the life ofinfimte ages. 

hat is the body withour the ſoule 
but a corrupte carcaſe: and what 


[the ſoule without God, bur a fepul- 


[he life, andthe truth, he that go- 
ſeth without him, ſtcayeth: he that 
liuveth without him, dieth: and he 
at is not taught by him, errcth, 


ell ſaicth $. Auguſting that God 
. 13 
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is our trew and chiefeſt life, frompis 
whome the reuolting is falling, toÞn 
whome the returninge is riſing, inþa 
whom the ſtaying is ſure ſtanding, þf 
God is he, from whom to departisÞr 
todye, to whom to repaire is to re-Pl 
utue, in whome to dwell is to liue,fct 
Be not you therfore of thoſe, thatÞ 1 
beginnhe not to liue; vnrill they bepn 
ready to dye,& then after a foes de» 
ſert, come to craue of God a frends|/4 
entertainment, Some thincke toÞ! 
ſnarch heauen in a moment, whichÞi 
the belt ſcarce attcined inthe moſi-fv 
tenance of many yeeres, and whenf 
they haue glutted them ſelues withÞ 
worldly delites, they would iumpeÞ 
fro Diues his diet to Lazarus croun, þ! 
and from the ſeruice of Satan to theſt 
folacy ofa Saint, But be you well} 
aſlured,that god is not ſo penurious 
of frendes; as to hold him ſelte * T 
is| 
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"mpis kingdome falable for the refuſe 
toþnd reucrſion of theire liucs, who 
inþave ſacrificed the principall there 
g,þtto his enemies, and their owne 
risÞrutiſhe appetites, then onely cea- 
reefing to offend, when hability of of- 
te fending is taken from them. True 
iatht is; that a thcefe may be ſaucd vpe * 
beþn the crofle, and mercy found at 
eefhe laſt gaſpe., Bur well faieth faint 
ds[Anga/tine that though it be polite 
toſþle, yettis 1t ſcarce credible, that 
chhis.death ſhould find fauour, whoſe 
fi-frhole life hath carned wrath, and 
enfihat his repentance ſhould be ace 
th{pred, that more for feare of hell, 
pepnd loue of him ſelfe, then forloue 
n,þfGod or lothſomnes of ſinne, cri- 
hefeth for mercy, Wherfore good Sir 
ellfnake no longer delayes, but being 
usÞo neere the breaking ,vpp of your 
ad mortall-houle, take time before ex- 
" = tremi 
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tremitye to fſatisfie Gods TuſticePu! 
Though you ſuffered the bud to bqmM] 
| blaſted,& the flower to fade, thoghPut 
{ +, you permitted the fruite to be peri iff 
ſhed, and the leaues to drye yp, ye$d: 
though youletthe bougheswitherpft 
and . © ody of your tree growe topo! 
decaye: yett alas keepe life in thepei 

" roote, for feare leaſt the wholle be-þcl 
come fuell for hell fire, for ſurelypil! 
wherſceuer the tree falleth, thereper 

ſhall it be, whetherit be toſouth ogþle 
north, heaue or hell, & ſuch ſap asirgt fi 
bringeth ſuch fruit ſhal it ever bearqgay 
Death hath already filed from youſct 

the better part of your naturall tor-ſor 

ces, and hath lefte you now to thepne 

lees and remiflailes of your weariſhſo! 

and dyinge dayes: the remainderpot « 
wherof, as it cinot be long, ſo dothſ& 1 

It warne you ſpeedilye to ranſomeſþe! 
your former loſles, Fox what is ag y 
utl. 
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ut the calendes of death,and what 
porteth your preſent weaknes, 
put an earneſt of your approching 
i$iflolution? You are now impath= 
ed in your finall voiage, and not far 
r$f from the ſtint and period of your 
ofourſc: and therforc be not dilours 
zepcied ofſuch appurtenances as are 
eebchoofull in ſo perplexed *and pes 
lyfillous a iorney. Death in it ſad: 19 
wery fearefull, but much more ter 
xþle in regard of the iudgement that 
ieht \ummoneth vs ynto, If you were 
rJaycd on your departing bed, bur 
wſlcned with the heauy load of your 
r4ormertrespaſſes, and goared with 
ejhe Ring and pricke of a feſtered 
onſcience: It you felt the crampe 

of death wreſting your hart ſtringes 
hj& ready to make the rufull divorce 
ebetweeme body and ſoule: If you 
elly panting for breath, and ſwim=- 
It]. ' mung 
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ming in a colde and fatall ſwear, 
weried with firugling againſt your|m 
deadly panges: O how much wold as 
you giue for an hower of repentaceſth 
at what rate woulde you yalew a 
dayes contrition. Then worldes 
would be worthles in reſpecte ofaly: 
litle reſpitte. A ſhorte truce wouldſy, 
ſeeme more pretious, then the trea[gy 
ſures of Empires. nothing would[ye 
be ſo much eſteemed as a trice offgg 
time, which now by monethes anſee 
yeeresis laviſhly miſpent. O how 

deeplyWould it wound your har L 
When looking backe into your life; x 
youconfidered many faultes com 
mitted and not contefied, manye 
good workes omitted and not re yo 
couered, your ſexuice to God profſeq 
miſled a + f not performed. How ine|xey 
conſolable were your calc, youtſha 
trends being fled, your ſenſes trig be 
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ted, your thoughtes amazed, yours 


memory decaied,*your whole mind 
alagaſt, and no partable to performe 
eſthatit ſhould, bur onely your guil- 
a | vere peſtered with fa 
[that would c6tinually vpbreid you 
Awith moſt bitter accuſations. what 
d[woulde you thinke when ftripped 
[out of your mortall weed, and ture 
[ned both out of the ſeruice & houſs, .. 
rome ofthis world, you were for- 
{ced to enter into yncouth & ltrige 
[parches, & with vnknowenand vg. ' 
ky Gy to be couented before 
Fa moſt ſeuere iudge,carying in your 
Jowne conſcience your enditement 
written, and a perfitte regitter of all 
your miſdeedes: when you ſhould 
ſee him prepared to paſle the ſen- 
t»ltence ypon you, againſt whom you 
had tranſgrefied, and the fame to 
UMbec your ympier, whom by ſo many 
. & ofica 


ba \ 
4 


N YES 


"" 26 ANEPISTLE OF A 


offeces you had made your enemy! 
When not 'onely. the Deuells, but 
euen the Angells ſhapld pleade as» 
oainſt you, and your ſelfe maugre 


your will be your ſharpeſt appea- | jn; 


cher, What would you doin theſe 
dredfull cxigentes? When you ſaw 
that gaſtly dungeon & huge golfe 
of hell, bre aking out with moſt fear 
full lames: Whe you ſaw the wee- 
ping & gnaſhing of teeth, the rage 
of thoſe helliſh monſters, the hor= 
rour of the place, the rigour of the, 
paine, the terrour of the conmeny 
and the eternity ofall theſe pun1 
mentes, would you then thinke the 
wiſe, that would daly info weigh- 
ty matters, and idly play away the 
time allotred to preutt theſe intol- 
lerable. calamities? would you the 
account itſecure, to nurſc in your 
boſome ſo many ſerpents as finnes, 
| or 
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of to foſter in your ſoule ſo manye 
malicious accuſcrs as mortal faltes? 
Would yo net then thinke one life 


Ito little to do penance for {o many 


iniquities, cuery one wherof were 
enough to caſt you into thoſe cuer- 
laſting and ynſ! peakable torments? 


* | Why then do you not at the leaſt 
| deuote that {mall remnantand ſur- 
* | pluſage of theſe your latter dayes, 


procuring to make an attonement 


» | with Godand to free your conſci- 
' ence from ſuch corruption, as by 


our ſchitme and fall hath crept in- 
toit, Thoſe yery cies that read this 
diſcourſe, and that very ynderſtan- 
ding that conceiueth it, ſhalbe ſigh 
ted & certaine witneſfles of the re- 
hearſed thinges. In your owne bo- 
dy ſhall you experience thoſe ded- 
ly agonics, and in your ſoule ſhall 
you feclinglye finde thoſe terrible 
-- B2 feares 
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feares, yea and your preſent eſtate 
isin danger ofthe deepeſt harmes, 
if you doe not the ſoonerrecouer 
your ſelfe into the folde and family 
of Gods Church. What haue you 
gotten by being ſo long cuſtomer 
to the world, but falſe ware ſutable 
to the ſhoppe of fuch a marchant, 
whoſe allbe is toile, whoſe welth 
' traſhe, and whoſe paine miſerye? 
what intereſt haue you reaped, x hs 
maye equall your decrementes in 
grace and vertew, or what coulde 
you find in a vale of teares parages- 
able tothe fauour of God, with the 
lofſe wherof you were contented 
to buy it: You cannot be now in- 
ucigled with the paſſions of youth, 
which making a parrtiall cſtimate of 
thinges ſette no diſtance betweene 
counterfeite and currant. For way 
are now worn out of force by tract 
SA of 
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of time, or fallen in reproofe by tri- 
all ofrheir folly. It cannot be teare 
that leadeth you amifle, ſeeing it 
were to vnficting a thing, that the 
crauzt cowardice of fleſh & blood, 
ſhould daunte the proweſle of an 
intelligent perſon, who by his wiſ- 
dome can-nort but diſcerne, how 
much more cauſe there is to feare 
God then man, & to ſtand in more 
awe of perpetuall, then of tempo- 
rall penalties. Ifitbe an 'yngroun- 
ded preſumption of the mercy of 
God, and the hope ofhis aſſiſtance 
at the laſt plunge, (the ordinarye 
lure of the Deuell to reclaime fin- 
ners from the purſuite of vertew) it 
is to palpable a collufi6 to miſleade 
a ſound and ſenſed man, howſoe- 
uer it preuaile with ficke and affe- 
Red iudgmentes. Who would rely 
etcrnall aftaires vppon the gliding 
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lippernes & running ſtreame ofour 
yncertaine- life? or who but one of 
diſt:pered wittes, would offer fraud 
to the decipherer of all thoughtes, 
with whome diſlemble we may ta 
our coſt, but to deceiue him it is im+ 
poſſible. Shall we eſteeme it cun- 
ning to robbe the time from him 
and beſtow it on his enemies, who 
keepeti tale of the lealt minutes of 
our life, & will examine in the end 
how eche moment hath bene im- 
*-ploied. Iris a prepoſterous pollicy 
in any wiſe conceit, to fight againſt 
God till, our weapons be blunted, 
our forces conſumed, our limmes 
:mpotent, and our belt ſpent, and 
then when we fall for faintnes, and 
haue fought our ſelues almoſt dead 
to.preſume of his mercy, the woiids 
both of his ſacred body, ſo often 
rubbed and renued by our ney, 
an 
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and cuery parcell of our owne ſo 
ſundry and diuerſe waies abuſed, 
being ſo many whetſtones and in- 
centiuesto edge and cxaſperat his 
reuenge againſt vs. It were aftraige 
pecce of art, and a very exorbitant 
courſe, while the ſhippe is ſound, 
the Pilote well, the failers ſtrong, 
the gale fauourable, and the Sea 
calme, tolye idle at rode, burnin 

ſo ſeaſonable wether: and whe the 
ſhip leaked, the Pilot were flick, the 


rous, and the Sea a tormoile of out= 
ragious ſurges, then to lanch forth, 
to hoiſe yp failes, and to ſet out for 
a voiage into farre countries, Yett 
ſuch is the skill of theſe cuening rex 
penters, who though inthe ſound- 
nesofhelth, and in the perfitte vie 
of reaſon, they cannot reſolue tos 
Cut the gables and weigh the ance» 
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Mariners faint, the ſtormes boiſte- : 


- 32 AN EPISTLEONA 


kers, that with-hold the from God, | < 
neuertheleſlc they feed them ſelues | bi 
with a{trong perſwaſion, that whe | et 
their ſenſes are aſtonied, their witts | di 
diftracted,their ynderſtanding duſ- | je 
ked, and both the body and minde | di 
racked & tormcted with the throbs | et 
and gripes ofa mortall ficknes, the | us 
forſooth will they thincke of the | N 
weighticſt matters, & become ſo. | ti 
daine Saintes, when they are ſcarce | w 
able to behaue them ſelues, like re- | ri 

+ ſonable creatures. If neither the ca« | a: 
- non, ciuill, nor c6mon law allows | £{ 
eth, thata man periſhed in iudge- | | 
ment, ſhould make any teſtament | tl 
or bequeſte ofhis temporall ſub. | b 

TT 

ft 

It 

K 
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ſtance, being then preſumed to be 
lefle then a man: how can he that 
is amated with the inward garboils 
of an vnſetled conſcience, diſtrai- 


ned with the wringing fictes ofhis 
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ing fleſhe, maimed in all his -ha- 
bllities, & circled in with ſo firage 
encombrances, be thought of dew 
diſcretion to diſpoſe ofhis chiefeſt 
iewell, which is his ſoule, and to 
diſpatch the wholle menage of all 
eternity, & of the treaſures of hea- 
uen, in ſo ſtormy and ſhortea ſpurt, 
No no they that will loytFin feed 
time, and beginne onely to ſowe, 
when others reape: They thar will 
riotte out their health, & caſt theire 
accountes when they can ſcarcely 
ſpeake: They that will ſlumber out 
x 8 day & enter their iorney when 
the light doth faile the. Let them 
blame their owne folly, ifthey dye 
indebr, and cternall beggers, and 
fall hedlong into the lapſe of end- 
lefle perdition, Let ſuch harken to 
S. (iprians leflon. Let (faicth he) 
the grecuouſnes of our ſore, be the 
| By Meds 
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ſure of our ſorrowe, Lett a deepe 
wounde haue deepe and dilligent 
cure. Lett no mans contrition be 
lefle then his crume. Thinkeſt thou 
that our Lord can beſo ſoone ap- 

aſed, who with perfidious words 
thou haſt denied, whom lefle then 
thy patrimony thou haſt eſteemed, 
whoſe temple with fſacriligious cor 
ruption thou haſt defiled. Thinc- 
| keſt thou eaſely to recouer his fa- 
uour, whome thou haſt auouched 
not to be thy Maſter? We muſt ra- 
ther moſt inſtantly intreat, we muſt 
paſle the day in mourning,the night 
in watching, & weeping,our wholl 
time in plainfull lamentinge, We 
muſt fall proftrate-vpon the ground 
humbling our ſelues in ſackclothe 
and aſhes. And hauing loſt the gar 
ment of Chriſt, we ould be vn- 
willinge to be clothed with or, O= 
rs cr 
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| earthly food, We ſhould ply 


| workes to purge our offences, we 
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ther hauing farſed our Romackes - | 


with the viande ofthe Deuell, we. 
ſhould now defire to faſt from all 


oood 


| ſhould be liberall in almes to auoid 
| the death of our ſoules, that Chriſt 


| may recejue, that the perſecutour 


would hane ſpoiled, neither ought 
that patrimony to be kept or phan- 
fied, with which a man hath bene 
enſnared & yanquiſhed, Not eue- 
ry ſhort £ghe will be a ſufficient ſa- 
tisfaction, nor euery knocke a war- 
rant to get in. Many cry Lord Lord 
and arc not accepted, The fooliſh 
Virgins knocked, and were not ad- 
mitted. Indas had ſome ſorow and: 
yet dyed deſperate. Forſlowe not 
ſaicth the holy ghoſtto'be conuer- 
ted ,vnto God, and linger not of 


from day to day, for ſodeinly wh 
| & 
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his wrath come, and 1n the time of 
reuenge he will deſtroy thce. Lerr 
no man ſojourne long in his finfull 
ſecuritye, nor poſt ouer his repen=- 
tance till feare enforce him vnroit, 
Lett vs frame our premiſes as we 
would find our concluſion, and en- 
deuour to liue as we are defirousto 
dye. Shall we offer the mayne crop 
to the Deuell, and ſer God to glean 
the reproofe of his harueſt? Shall 
we gorge the Deuell with our fai- 
reſt fruites, and turne God to feed 
on the filthy ſcraps ofhis leauings? 
How great a folly were it whena 
man pineth vouy in a perillous lan- 
guour, to prouide gorgeous appa- 
rell, to beſpeake ſumptuous furni- 
ture, and cake order for the rearing 
of ſtately buildings, & neuer think- 
ing of his owne recouery, to let the 
iſcale take roote within him? were 
"Wo 1t nor 
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it not the like yanity, fora Prince 
to dote ſo farre ypon his ſubieRe, 
as neglecting his owne regalty, to 
buſy him ſelte wholly in eraccity 
his ſeruant? Thus faieth S, (Þriſo- 
ſtome do they, that whe their ſoule 
hath ſurfeited with all kind of hnne 
and is drenched inthe depth of1n- 
finite diſeaſes, without any regard 
therof, labour their wittes in ſetting 
forth her garment, and in pampe- 
ring the body with all poſſible de- 
lightes. And wheras the ſoule ſhold 
haue the ſoucraignty, and the body 
followe the ſway of her direction, 
ſcruile ſenſes, and lawlefle appe- 
tites do rule her as ſuperiours, and 
ſhe is made a vaſlall in her owne 
dominions. What is there ſayeth 
S. Auguſtine in thy meanelt nece- 
fAartes, that thou wouldeſt not haue 
good? Thou wouldeſt haue a good 

| houſe. 
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houſe, good furniture, good appa= 
rel, good fare, good cattell, and 
notſo much but thy hofe and th 
ſhoes thou wilt leek to haue ond, Go 
Onely thy life and poore ſoule, thy Jhin 
principall charge, and of all other Jjfr 
things the moſt worthy to be beſt, {mil 
thou arte c6tent ſhould be nought, ny 
and ly cancring and ruſting in all Jthe 
kinde of euclles, O vnſpeakable fy 
blindnes. 'can we preferr our ſhoes [an 
before our ſoule, refuſing to weare [of 
an cuell ſhoe, and not caring to ca- pe 
ry an vgly & deformed ſoule? Alas Jcri 
letvs nor ſet ſolitle by that, which Jco 
God priſed ſo much. Lett ys not gi, 
rate our ſ{clucsat ſoc baſe a peni- I 
worth, being in truth of ſo pereles. Im 
dignity. If the ſoule be ſuch, that Jle 
not all the gold and treaſure ofthe JC. 
world, nor any thing of lefſe worth 
zen the blood and life ofalmighty 
X God 
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God, was able to buy it. If notall 


the deinties that witt can deuiſe, or 
heauen and earth afford, but onely- 
Gods owne pretious body was by 
him deemed a repaſt fitt to feed it, 
If not all the creatures of this, nor 
millions of new worldes, if ſo ma- 
ny more were created, but onely 
theillimitable goodnes and maie- 
ye of God can fſatisfie the defire, 
and fill the compaſle and capacity 
of it, who but of lame iudgemet, or 
peruers will, yea who but of an 1- 
credulous mind, and pitiles {pirite 
could ſetmore by his ons he 
did by his ſoule, or be cotented to 
ſuffer ſo noble a paragon, ſo many: 
monethes and yeeres toly chanel- 
led in ordure, & mired in all fanne.. 
Can we notſce our ſeruant ficke, 
but weallow hima Phiſician, our 
horſe diſeaſed but we ſend for a _ 
c wk leach- 4 
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leach, nor our garment torne, but 
we wil: haue one to mend it? and 
can we ſo much maligne out ſoule, 
as to let it dye for want of cure, and 
ſeing it mangled with ſo many vi- 
ces, neuer {ecke any to'reſtore itto 
the wonted integrity? Is our ſeruit 
neerer, our beaſt more pretious, & 
our coate dearer, then our owne 
foule? Ifany ſhold call ys Epicures | 
Actheſtes,rebells vnto God, or muir 
derers of ſoules, we would take it 
for an vntollerable reproche, and 
thinke ita moſt diſgracefull & op- 
robrious calumniatio, But to liue 
ike Epicures, to finne like Aecthiſts 
to ſtruggle againſt Gods callinges, 
and hke violct rebells to ſcorne his 
commandements: yea & with dai- 
lye and damnable wounds, barba- 
 rouſlyto ſtab our infortunat ſoules, 
> > Pris. we account no contumely, we 
D, 2%. reckon 
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reckon for no diſcreditt, yea rather 
we regilterit in the vaunte of our 
chiefe praiſes. O ve ſonnes of men, 
how long will you carry this hea- 
uy hart, aliking vanity, and ſeekin 

lyes? how long will children loue 
the follies of infancye, and ſinners 
runne careleſſe and wiltull to their 
ruine? Will you keepe your chic= 
ken from the kite, yourlambe from 
the wolfe, your faune fr6 the hoiid. 
Dare you not ſuffer a ſptder in your 
boſome, or a toade to come nere 
you, & can you heſtle in your ſoule 
{o many vipers as vices, and permit 
it to beſo long chewed, & weried 
with the potfoned iawes, & tuskes 
ofthe Deuell? And is our ſoule ſo 
vaine a ſubſtance as to be had 1n ſo 


litle efteeme? Had Chriſt made 


ſhipwracke of his wiſdome, or was 


he in a rage of paſſion when he be» _ 
Came, 
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came a wandering pilgrimme ext- 
ling him ſelfe from the comfortes 
of his Godhead, and paſſing three 
and thirty yeares in paine and pes fn: 
nury for the be hoofe of our ſoules? in 
Was he ſurpriſed with a rauing fitt, th 
when inthe tragedy of his paſſion Jto 
ſo bloodily inflicted, and ſo patis ſet! 
tiently accepted, he made his boe fin 
dy as a cloud, to reſolue into ſhous Jas 
crs of inn6cent blood, and ſuffered jan 
the deereſt yeines of his hart tobe ff 
lanced,to giue full iflue to the price [ha 
of our ſoules redemption? Or if 
Chriſt did not erre, nor deeme a- bc 
miſle, when it pleaſed him to re- fat 
deeme vs with {o exceſſiue a ran- Jpa 
ſome; thenwhar ſhould we iudge it: 
of our monſtruous' abuſe, that ſell |; 
ourſoule tothe Deuell for euerye p 
vaine delighte, &rather aduenture Ib 
the wind therof, then of a ſclye {ps 
pittane | 
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pittance of worldly pelfe. O that 
a creature of {o incoparable a price, 
ould be in the demaine of fo yn» 
naturall keepers, and that which is 
In it ſelfe ſo gracious and amiable, 
hat the Angells and Saintes delite 
to beholdir, (as S. (riſotome lai- 
eth) ſhould by finne be faſhioned 
into fo lothſome8& diſguiſed ſhapes 
as to become a horrour to heauen, 
and a ſutely phcere for the foulelt 
hendes. Alas if the care of our own 
harmes moue vs no more, but that 
we can {till be ſo barbarous to the 
better portion of our ſelues, lett vs 
it the lelt feare to iniury an other 
party, very carefull and ieligus ouer 
it: who will neuer endureſo deepe 
an impeachment of his intereſt to 
_ ynareuenged, We multremG- 

er, that our ſoule is not onely a 
; {partof vs, bur alſothe temple, the 
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aradiſe, and ſpouſe of Almightys Iw' 
Sd by him an begtitue Narnhek hc 
Fore: and endowed with moſte fico 
graciouſe ornamentes. And how 
think you ,he can brooke, to lee his 
temple prophaned, and turned in- 
toa denne of Deuels, his paradiſe 
diſplanted, and alteredintoa wil- a 
dernefle of ſerpentes, his ſpouſe de- jw 
floured, and become an adulterefſe Jhi 
to his vtter enemies? Durſt we of- m 
fer ſuch vſage ro our Princes,yea or [pi 
to our farmers daughter? woulde Jv 
not feare of the lawe, and popular Ib 
ſhame, diſturne vs from it? And fit 
ſhall not the reuerend Maieftye of fÞ 
almighty God, and the ynrebated Jt! 
iuſtice of his angry ſword, terrifie Ja 
vs from offering the like to his own Jfi 
7 or Dowe thinke God either Ig 
 ſ{oimpotentthat he cannot, ſo baſe | c 
>. and {ottiſh that he will not, or fo Js 
Wo ;\ weak 
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6 Iweake witted that he knoweth not 
, fhow to wreake him ſelfe ypon fo 
e fconteptuous and daring offenders? 
y {Will he ſo negletand loſe his ho= 
$ Jnour, which of all thinges he claio 
- Imeth as his chiefe peculier? Will 
he that for the ſoules ſake keepeth 
areckoninge of our yerye heares, 
which M2 the excrementes of 
her earthly weed, ſee him ſelfe fo. 
much wronged inthe principall, & 
paſſe it without rem6ftrance of his 
juſt indignation? O deere Sir remE= 
ber that the ſcripture termeth it a 
thing full ofhorrour to fall into the 
4496 4 of God, who is able to cruſh 
the proud ſpirittes of the obſtinate, 
and to make his enemies the foote- 
ſtoole of his feere. Wraſtle no lon= 
geragainſt the cries of your owne 
conlcience, and the forcible 1nſpt» 


rations that God doth ſcade you, 
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